
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 May  2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman, J Andrew, A Boyce, C Hart, M Brailsford and Miss J Brayley. 

In attendance:     6 parishioners, Parish Clerk.

Before the meeting started councillors completed their Statement of Interests, and signed their acceptance forms.

1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
Chairman
Cllr Miss Brayley proposed Cllr Ms Norman should be elected as Chairman. Seconded by Cllr Boyce. All in agreement.

Vice Chairman
Cllr Ms Norman proposed Cllr Andrew be elected as Vice Chairman. Seconded by Cllr Miss Brayley. All in agreement 

2. Matters Raised by the Public
It was reported that there was a possibility that the mobile library service would be ceasing to operate. It was agreed to send a letter opposing the proposal.
NWF had stated that the increase in length of vehicles due to be permitted on British roads would not affect vehicles to their site, which were already operating to the maximum allowed weight. New signage to the mill had been prepared.
	NWF repeated their request that any vehicle causing a problem in the village should be reported to them immediately.
It was noted that an unofficial sign notifying a road closure had been erected. No notification of a road closure had been received from DCC.
 
3.		Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from P Henderson (DCC).

4.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

5.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 18 April 2023
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

6.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
		None. 

7.	Co-option of Parish Councillor
It was noted that, following the recent election, there was still a vacancy on the council, which would be filled by co-option.

8.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
None – County Councillor not present.

		2.	District Councillor
			None – District Councillor not present.

10.		Highways
Concern was expressed over the poor condition of some of the minor roads caused by large agricultural vehicles. Some of the drains were not now visible. It was agreed to contact Highways.
The road surface of the B3227 near Brook Cottage was in a poor condition.           
	
11.		Traffic Speed through the Village
No update had been received.

12.		Planning Applications
		None received.
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13. S106 Agreement
An email had been received from NDC Planning stating that an officer was due to visit the site at Bonds Farm. They would be in touch again after the officer had visited the site and prepared a report.

14. Rent of Conservation Area
A request for payment of rent had been received from DCC. It was agreed to reply stating that although the parish council had been renting the site sine 1922, correspondence had since been received stating that DCC did not own the land.

15. Public Consultation  - Proposed building of 40 houses at High Bickington
It was agreed that the traffic created by the proposed new dwellings at High Bickington would have a detrimental effect in Atherington. It was agreed that the parish council should respond and that everyone should be encouraged to take part in the public consultation.

16. Adoption of Policies:
It was agreed unanimously to adopt the following policies without change:
Standing Orders;  Financial Regulations;  General Risk Assessment;  Statement of Internal Control.
   
17.		Finance
1. Adoption of Accounts
The accounts were unanimously agreed and adopted. 

2. Completion of Annual Audit Return
1. It was unanimously agreed that the Certificate of Exemption should be signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
2. The Annual Governance Statement was completed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
3. The Accounting Statement was agreed, and signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

3.	Receipt:	50% Precept	£2295.00
				ACPF			£1103.93

4.	Payments:	
Rock Awnings Ltd						£1103.93
Clerk’s Salary & expenses				£  115.40
HMRC									£      9.60
Mr M Brailsford – Coronation expenses	£    69.28
Ms C Norman – Coronation expenses	£    43.75

The five accounts were approved for payment.

18.		Playing Field
		The Coronation Celebration had been very successful.
		Plans were well in hand for this year’s Village Fete.
		North Devon Council had advised that the s106 funding was now available.   

19.		Correspondence Received
      None.

20.		Items for the next Agenda
		Playing Field Agreement;  s106 Agreement.

21.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 20 June 2023.	

Cllr Ms Norman apologised that she would not be able to attend the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm.
