ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17 January 2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.00pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	 J Andrew, A Boyce, M Brailsford and Miss J Brayley. 

In attendance:     10 parishioners, District Councillor R Jenkins,	County Councillor  P Henderson, Parish Clerk and Claire Ebdy & Phil Norbury from NWF.

122.		Traffic issues relating to the NWF site
The Chairman introduced Mrs Claire Ebdy (Operations Manager at Wixland) and Phil Norbury (NWF Transport Manager) to the meeting. 
Mrs Ebdy reported that there were nine vehicles based at the site, and employed a workforce of 50. Whilst the company also employed contractors, the majority of vehicles using the road were not NWF related. As part of planning applications, a one-way traffic plan was introduced to lessen the impact of neighbouring villages, working in a clockwise direction. Although NWF was in a position of enforcing the current traffic system for their own vehicles, the company could only encourage its contractors to comply. The company was keen to work with the parish in an attempt to resolve traffic related problems. She agreed that the current signage could be improved, something that the company was prepared to finance if necessary.
Mrs Ebdy stressed the importance of reporting any problems to them immediately, especially if any damage was caused. A majority of their vehicles were equipped with dashcam, which could be checked.
It was suggested that reversing the traffic system could be beneficial.
It was agreed to restart regular meetings between NWF and the parish council.

123.		Matters Raised by the Public
	A query was raised as to whether the website was up to date. Clerk to check.

124.		Apologies for absence				No apologies for absence were received.
 
125.		Declarations of Interest			None.

126.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 15 November 2023
Min. 108 was amended to record that plans were in hand to provide an emergency generator at the pavilion.

The amended Minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record.

127.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
The blocked drains at Hightown had still not been cleared. It was agreed to contact DCC again requesting signs warning of ice on the road be placed on the roadside. 
Due to blocked drains, the gratings near Myrtle Cottage were lifting after heavy rain causing a danger to motorists. 

128.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
Cllr Henderson advised that the 20mph scheme for Atherington was due to be discussed at a meeting the following day. He would advise the outcome after the meeting.
If NWF were willing to finance new signs, it would be necessary for them to liaise with Richard Sables regarding sites and wording. He would speak to Mr Sables regarding the signage.
Some parishes were now employing contractors to carry out drainage work.
Finally he emphasised the importance of reporting potholes.

2. District Councillor
Cllr Jones reported that he had been in contact with Planning regarding the removal of the hedge at Lemons Cottage. The planning officer had advised that Planning Enforcement would be taking up the case.

129.		S106 Agreement
Cllr Miss Brayley had been in contact with the Planning Dept at NDC, who were issuing an enforcement notice against the contractor at Bonds Farm for the mis-siting of the gas tank.

130.		Chestnut Tree
Consent for work to start on the Chestnut tree in the Square, which was covered under a Tree Preservation Order, was still awaited from NDC. Cllr Jones said that he would make enquiries as to why it was taking so long.


17.01.23 – 2


131.		Highways
      Covered under County Councillor’s Report.     
	
132.		Coronation- village celebration planning 
			It was agreed to keep the celebrations simple, with a Bring and Share meal on Sunday 7 May.
			Ideas would be sought through the Argus. A meeting would then be held to consider ideas.

133.		Planning Applications
76254	Conversion of redundant building into a dwelling at Chantry Farm Atherington

		It was resolved to recommend that the application was approved.

76368	Erection of a new building to form additional wedding and private events space at The Corn Barn Little Knowle Farm High Bickington

		It was resolved to recommend that the application was approved.

76414	Creation of new track to improve access to dwellings from highway at Crossland Farm Lane To Little Knowle Farm High Bickington

		It was resolved to recommend that the application was approved.

76421	Change of use from dependent relatives annex to dwelling and associated works at Higher Fisherton Atherington
76422	Listed Building application for change of use from dependent relatives annex to dwelling and associated works at Higher Fisherton Atherington

		It was resolved to recommend that the applications were approved.
   
134.		Finance
1. Grant
A request for a donation had been received from the High Bickington Community Fund towards the cost of their Father Christmas sleigh visiting the village.
It was agreed to make a donation of £50.00			Cheque No. 000850
2. Payments:
1.  Clerk’s Salary  (Dec)		£100.00		 
2.  Clerk’s Salary ((Jan)			£100.00
3. HMRC (Dec)				£  25.00
4. HMRC (Jan)					£  25.00
The four accounts were approved for payment.

135.	Playing Field
	The equipment for the emergency generator had been ordered.
	Various events were being planned to take place throughout the year. 
	Plans for the play area were being redrawn over the coming months for equipment being funded through the S106 money.

136.		Correspondence Received
      		DALC Newsletter. Noted
		Advance notice of Code of Conduct Training. Noted.

137.		Items for the next Agenda
			Chestnut Tree; S106;  Meeting with NWF;  Coronation Celebration.

138.		Date of next meeting:	
			Tuesday, 21 February 2023.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm.


 
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .						Date . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Chairman
