
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17 September 2024 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	 J Andrew, A Boyce, Miss J Brayley, C Hart, J Kiely and Mrs A Lindsay

In attendance:	6 parishioners, District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, County Councillor  P Henderson, 	Parish Clerk.

50.		Matters Raised by the Public
A parishioner enquired why the 20mph signs were not positioned as shown on the original plans. Clrr Henderson offered to raise the matter with Highways.
Concern was expressed that traffic speed had not reduced since the introduction of the lower speed limit. It was agreed that this was a police matter. Cllr Mrs Whithead offered to speak to South Molton Police to chase up action in implementing Community Speedwatch in the parish. 
Cllr Henderson reported that he had agreed the funding of an interactive speed sign, which would be shared
between Chittlehampton and Atherington.

51.		Apologies for absence
No apologies for absence were received, all councillors being present.

52.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

53.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 20 August 2024
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.


54.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
		No update on the bus service had been received.

55.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
Cllr Henderson reported on the problems that still existed with HGVs using Barnstaple Hill. As the blue sign at the bottom was only advisory, nothing could be done. He had been advised by Highways that a weight limit could not be placed on the road due to the existence of farms which relied on HGVs for deliveries. Councillors advised Cllr Henderson that there were now no farms on the road, just a smallholding. It was agreed to make enquiries as to whether the smallholding would be affected if a 7.5 tonne weight limit was placed on the road. 
The present speed limit on the A361 was due to be lifted at the end of October, by which time the road improvements should be complete. At the same time an average speed limit would be introduced.
Due to an improved system being used, DCC Highways were repairing an increased number of potholes. 

		2.	District Councillor
			Cllr Mrs Whitehead stated that she had nothing to report

56.		Lemons Cottage
Cllr Mrs Whitehead reported that enforcement action was being taken on Lemons Cottage, and with regard to the two unauthorised mobile homes.

57.		Highways
No matters raised.           

58.		Lengthsman
		Still awaiting written quote from contractor before a grant application can be submitted.
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59.		Planning Applications
79099	Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to 3 dwellinghouses (Class Q (A and B)). Building on land at Langridge Farm Atherington

As no drawings were available on the NDC website, no response could be agreed. Cllr Mrs Whitehead agreed to investigate. Clerk also to contact the planning department.
  
60.		Telephone Kiosk
It was noted that s the structure was listed, permission would need to be sought before it could be moved. Cllr Andrew offered to contact the Conservation Officer at North Devon Council.

61.		NDC Grant
		Item deferred to the next meeting.

62.		Finance
 Payments:
1.  Clerk’s Salary & Expenses			£100.00		 
2.  HMRC								£  25.00

The two accounts were approved for payment.

63.		Playing Field
		It was reported that the fence had been repaired.
		No progress had been made regarding the necessary repairs to the zip wire.
The signs banning dogs from the play area had been received from the dog warden, and would be erected shortly. 
The Playing Field Committee had agreed to ban dogs from inside the Pavilion

64.		Correspondence Received
New woodland at Burriott. Noted.
DALC Newsletter. Noted.
		Minutes of Playing Field Committee meeting. Noted.

65.		Items for the next Agenda
		NDC Grant,  Milk Stand,  Street Light,  Weight Limit,  Community Speedwatch,  Lemons Cottage - update.

66.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 15 October 2024.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm.
