
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18 July 2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	J Andrew, A Boyce, M Brailsford, Miss J Brayley (from item 43)
and C Hart. 

In attendance:     4 parishioners, District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, County Councillor  P Henderson, 	
Parish Clerk.

38.		Visit from NWF
The representatives from NWF explained that they were endeavouring for contract transport companied, as well as their own, to adhere to the one way system. New signs had been made doe direct HGV drivers to the mill using the correct route. It was noted that these could only be placed on private land, as DCC highways would not permit private signage on their land..  
All NWF vehicles were equipped with cameras, and fitted with tracking devices. This meant that the local transport manager was able to determine the location of every vehicle, and whether it was following the prescribed route.
The company was putting pressure on contractors to comply with the one way system, which was beginning to show results.

39.		Matters Raised by the Public
A request for a mirror had been received. It was noted that this would need to be placed on private land,
with the landowners consent.
A request for litter-picking equipment was received, to help keep the village tidy. This was agreed.

40.		Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.

41.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

42.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 20 June 2023
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

Cllr Ms Brayley joined the meeting.

43.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
Min. 22.5	The fly-tipping on the A377 had not yet been removed.
Min. 30.1	It was noted that DCC Highways would not approve the entrance onto the public highway as detailed in planning application 77179. 
Min. 32.	It was agreed that if she was available, the meeting with the internal auditor should be held on either 29 or 30 August at 7.30pm.

44.		Co-option of Parish Councillor
		It was noted that there was still a vacancy for a parish councillor.

45.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
Cllr Henderson reported that there no update on the 20mph speed limit got Atherington.
DCC had received an allocation of £9m from central government for pothole repairs, but had been allocated for other use.
The proposal to discontinue the mobile library service had been ‘called in’ but he didn’t think that this would make any difference.
			The public consultation on mental health services had been extended.
			DCC had appointed a new head of special educational needs.
			South Molton police were willing to attend some parish council meetings if asked.

		2.	District Councillor
			Cllr Mrs reported on the ‘Ask for Angela’ for women who felt as risk in pubs, clubs etc.
			North Devon Council had appointed a new planning enforcement officer.

46.		Highways
Details of the Road Warden scheme had been received. Training and a grant to employ a contractor were available from DCC.
It was reported that DCC was currently approximately 18 months behind schedule with white lining.           

47.		Planning Applications
77210	Demolition of two barns, erection of one dwelling and associated works (following Class Q approvals 75995, 75996), Land at Lttle Eastacombe Atherington 

	It was resolved to recommend approval.

77342	Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house Class Q (a)(b), Barn at Eastacombe Atherington

	It was resolved to recommend approval.

48.		S106 Agreement
There had still been no response from the planning department.  Cllr Mrs Whitehead offered to contact them.

49.		Conservation Area
The council was happy for the letter drafted by the Conservation Group to be sent to DCC on behalf of the parish council. 

50.		Telephone Kiosk
It was noted that someone needed to take ownership of finding a use for the redundant telephone kiosk. Ideas for a future use were awaited.

51.		Community Speedwatch
A meeting was to be arranged with Umberleigh to set up a joint Community Speedwatch group. A notice was to be placed in the Argos.
   
52.		Finance
1. Payments:
ACPF – Emptying Dog bin			£    9.75
Clerk’s Salary & expenses			£107.60
HMRC								£  17.40
Mrs J Snooks – Int. audit			£175.00	

The four accounts were approved for payment.

53.		Playing Field
		Details of grants available for defibrillators had been passed to the playing field committee.
Requests for a shade in the children’s area had been received. It was suggested that a temporary structure be put in place this year, at an approximate cost of £150. This was agreed.
		
54.		Correspondence Received
	NDC – Licensing consultation. Noted.
DCC had advised a Road Closure from Langridge Cross to Eastacombe Farm, and from Eastav=combe Farm to Rose Cottage, 24-25 August. Noted.

55.		Items for the next Agenda
		Community Speedwatch

56.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 15 August 2023.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
