
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19 September 2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.00pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	 J Andrew, A Boyce, M Brailsford, Miss J Brayley and C Hart.

In attendance:  9 parishioners, 	District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, County Councillor  P Henderson, Parish Clerk.

74.		Presentation on the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme by Ros Davies from DCC
The presentation had been cancelled due to DCC withdrawing funding for the scheme as part of its review into the provision of non statutory services.

75.		North West Farmers
Mr Wollacott reported that signs had been erected in the yard reminding drivers of the correct route when leaving or approaching the site.
The past month had seen an improvement with vehicles keeping to the agreed route. There were still problems with the Gregory drivers, which was now being addressed.

76.		Matters Raised by the Public
It was reported that the bridge repairs at Umberleigh had not been completed.
A drain at Hightown was reported as sinking.
A faulty streetlight had been removed, and was awaiting repair before being returned.

77.		Apologies for absence
No apologies for absence were received, all councillors being present.

78.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

79.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 15 August 2023
Mr Wollacott’s (NWF) name was added to those being present.

The amended Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

80.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
		Discussions on the future use of the telephone kiosk were ongoing.	 
Cllr Mrs Whitehead was in contact with the planning department regarding the old chapel. She would be asking the planners to contact the owner, and would follow this up with Building Control. It was noted that some urgent repairs were needing to be carried out as a matter of urgency.

81.		Co-option of Parish Councillor
		One expression of interest in being co-opted onto the council had been received from Mrs Lindsay.
		Cllr Ms Brayley proposed that Mrs Lindsay be co-opted. Seconded by Cllr Andrew. All in agreement.
		Cllr Lindsay was welcomed to the council.

82.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
Cllr Henderson reported that a contractor was being appointed to install the 20mph scheme in the village, with work due to be completed in the next 6-8 weeks.
He had circulated details of the responsibilities of DCC and landowners regarding roadside drains, gullies, verges and hedges.
DCC was currently looking closely at its finances as it sought to balance its accounts by the end of the financial year. 
With regard to the bridge repairs at Umberleigh, the remain work was considered to be non urgent expenditure.

		2.	District Councillor
			Nothing further to report.

83.		Highways
The pothole in The Square had been inspected, and marked with white paint. 
A fallen tree across a lane had been reported to DCC, who had promised to attend. As no action had been taken, the road was cleared by a local farmer.
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84.		Planning Application
77632	Change of use of land and the siting of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling. Land at 259449, 121724 Atherington EX37 9BH

				It was agreed to recommend approval.
   
85.		S106 Agreement
The Enforcement Officer had confirmed that she would have a look at the issue. Cllr Mrs Whitehead would speak to her to request a site visit.

86.		Community Speedwatch
Cllr Henderson confirmed that the police would be happy to attend meetings of the parish council, whenever possible.

87.		Finance
 Payments:
1.  Clerk’s Salary & Expenses			£107.60		 
2.  HMRC								£  17.40

The two accounts were approved for payment.

88.		Playing Field
		The committee had elected new officers at the last meeting     
The meeting with the Internal Auditor had identified  mistakes had been made in reclaiming VAT
		The committee was in agreement that the VAT reclaimed in error should be repaid to HMRC.
		The report of the play equipment inspection was awaited.

89.		Correspondence Received
1.	Road Closure 29-30 November, Langridge Cross to Eastacombe Farm and Eastacombe Farm to Rose Cottage. Noted.
	2.	Speed Restriction (10mph & 40mph) 11-15 December, Langridge Cross – Eastacombe Farm. Noted.
	3.	Salene Saxby MP:  Petition for emergency dental support in N Devon. Noted.

90.		Items for the next Agenda
		Telephone Kiosk;  Community Speedwatch;  S106 Agreement.

91.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 31 October 2023 at 7.30pm.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40pm.


 
