
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20 May 2025 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	 A Boyce, C Hart, J Kiely and Mrs A Lindsay

In attendance:  6 parishioners, District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, County Councillor Ed Tyldesley, Parish Clerk.

1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
Chairman
Cllr Boyce proposed that Cllr Ms Norman be elected as Chairman. Seconded by Cllr Hart. All in agreement.

Vice Chairman
Cllr Kiely proposed Cllr Andrew be elected as Vice Chairman. Seconded by Clle Mes Lindsay. All in agreement.

2. Matters Raised by the Public
A report was presented by the Community Speedwatch Group, which had been placed in the top five in Devon. Details were given on how the Speedwatch system operates. The group had received mixed reactions within the village. The group answered questions from those present.
No update was available regarding the missing streetlight. It was agreed to contact DCC again.
It was reported that large stones had been placed on the highway outside a property in the middle of the village.
What was believed to be unauthorised building work had been carried out at Ashley manor. Planning Department to be advised.

3.		Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Andrew.

4.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

5.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 15 April 2025
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

6.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
No proof of insurance had been received regarding the van being parked in the pavilion car park, despite a number of requests. Cllr Kiely to visit the parishioner concerned. 

7.		Co-Option of Parish Councillor
		One expression of interest had been received regarding the vacancy for a parish councillor.
		Cllr Hart proposed that Ms Murch be co-opted as parish councillor. Seconded by Cllr Kiely. All in favour.
		Cllr Ms Murch was welcomed to the council.

8.		Reports:
1. District Councillor
Cllr Mrs Whitehead reported on the Whitecross planning application, to allow an underground cable from wind turbines at sea to come ashore at Saunton. As yet no licence had been received for the turbines. This had been a very controversial application, but had been recommended for approvl.

		2.	County Councillor
Newly elected County Councillor Ed Tyldesley reported that he hoped to attend as many parish council meetings as possible, but with 14 parishes to cover it would not be possible for him to attend every one.
The biggest problem affecting all parishes was highways. He was updated with the current problems in Atherington, with the worn out white lines in the centre of the village being the biggest problem. Other problem included the missing street light and the provision of a 7½ tonne weight limit on Barnstaple Hill.  
Councillor grants were now available, and he would be happy to contribute towards the cost of an interactive speed sign in the village.
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9.		Planning Applications:
80158	Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 76254 (Conversion of redundant building into a dwelling) to allow an amended layout. Chantry Farm Atherington Umberleigh

		It was resolved to recommend approval.
  
10.		Finance
1.	Adoption of Accounts
Copies of the accounts for 2024/25 had been circulated to councillors. It was unanimously agreed that
these should be adopted as a true record of the council’s finances.
			It was agreed to transfer £14000 to the 30 Day Business Account.

2.	Completion of Annual Audit Return
1. It was agreed to apply for a Certificate of Exemption, as both the councils income and expenditure was below £25k, and the council fulfilled the other requirements.
2. The Annual Governance Statement was agreed, completed and signed.
3. The Accounting Statement was also agreed and signed as a true record.

3.	Receipt:	50% Precept	£2295.00

4.	Payments:	
1. 	ACPF – Emptying dog bin - 50%		£      9.75
2. 	Gallagher Insurance						£1636.92
3. 	Clerk’s Salary & Expenses				£  100.00
4. 	HMRC – clerk’s PAYE					£    25.00
5. Mrs R Davies – speedwatch expenses	£    64.99
 
The five accounts were approved for payment.

11.		Playing Field
		Everything was in hand for the Village Fete on 5 July.
		It had been agreed to let food vendors use the car park on occasions.
				     
12.		Correspondence Received
1.	DCC – Notification of Road Closure High Bullen to Langridgeford 27 May-23 June for patching and resurfacing.
2.	DCC – Notification of Road Closure Eastacombe Farm to Rose Cottsge 2-3 September for the replacement of two telegraph poles.
3.	DCC – Notification of Road Closure Langridge Cross to Eastacombe Farm, and Eastacombe Farm to Rose Cottage 21-25 May for surface dressing.

13.		Items for the next Agenda
		Lengthsman..

14.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 17 June 2024.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00pm.


 
