
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20 June 2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs J Andrew, A Boyce, M Brailsford, 	C Hart and Miss J Brayley. 

In attendance:   10  parishioners, District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, County Councillor P Henderson, Parish Clerk.

The Chairman being absent, the chair was taken by Cllr Andrew.

22.		Matters Raised by the Public
1.	Planning application 76496 at Bartridge Farm. A close neighbour had claimed that he had not received notification of the application, and that notices had not been posted. It was noted that other neighbours had been notified.
2.	Problems were still being experienced with HGVs travelling through the village. It was agreed that NWF should be invited to the next meeting.
3.	A draft letter had been prepared to send to DCC regarding the ownership of the Conservation Area, asking why the parish council had been charged rent on land that it did not own.
4	It was reported that a resident of a neighbouring property had claimed a right of access along Tray Lane. It was not thought that this was a parish council matter.
5.	Fly tipping was reported in the lay-by on the A377. NDC had been notified approximately 10 days previously.
 
23.		Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ms C Norman 

24.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

25.		Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 16 May 2023
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

26.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
		None. 

27.		Co-option of Parish Councillor
		It was noted that there was still a vacancy for a parish councillor

28.		Reports:
1. County Councillor
Cllr Henderson reported that the County Council’s finances were in the black, with the council still looking at where savings could be made. The council was conducting a review of how it was being run. Free school meals would again be made available during the school holiday.

		2.	District Councillor
Cllr Mrs Whitehead reported that she had been appointed to the Planning, and Governance & Policy committees.
She considered it to be her priority to look after the parishes for which she had been elected to serve.

29.		Highways
Potholes were reported in front of the church, and blocked drains outside Easter Cottage. Water running across the road by the sewerage works was still an issue.
Cllr Henderson stressed the importance for councillors and members of the public to report highway problems to DCC, either by telephone or via the website.            

30.		Planning Application
77179	Change of use of land for camping and recreational purposes including erection of one holiday lodge, construction of building to be used for part agricultural use/facilities building for campsite, construction of pond and associated works, Land at Atherington Umberleigh Devon EX37 9HY

It was reso0lved to recommend refusal. For the following reasons:
Highways - the proposed point of access from the B3217 highway has inadequate visibility to 
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accommodate any intensification of traffic usage. The B3217 is already a very busy route and in the vicinity of the site entrance the highway does not provide sufficient width for large vehicles to 
pass cars There is further development proposed at High Bickington (Torridge) which will inevitably use the route through Atherington to the A377 adding to the highway pressures in this location. Furthermore, the private road leading to the site from the highway is narrow with no passing places and its construction is not capable of withstanding an increase in vehicle usage. We understand the applicant does not own the road or the land adjacent which would be required to facilitate the necessary improvements. 
Farm Diversification - the planning statement submitted (paras 16-20) suggests that the submitted scheme is required in order for the applicants 'agricultural business to survive'. The financial information referred to in paras 16-20 has not been uploaded to the planning portal and so scrutiny of this information has not been possible. However, we do not believe that the applicant's principal employment is from a farm business and at this point Atherington Parish Council are unsatisfied that a farm business exists. In the event that a farm business is satisfactorily demonstrated, the proposals are not considered to meet the requirements set out in DM15 a) - e).
Amenity impacts - the proposals will have substantial impacts on local residents in this area of the village. There will undoubtedly be noise and light pollution as a result of this development which would have an unacceptable impact on neighbouring residential properties.

Cllr Henderson would be speaking to Mr Young at DCC regarding the concerns raised over the access road. Cllr Mrs Whitehead would call in the application to be considered by planning committee if necessary.
  
31.		S106 Agreement
No response had been received from Planning Enforcement, who it was understood were still yet to visit the site.

32.		Playing Field Agreement
		It was agreed to arrange a meeting with the auditor later in the year.

33.		Finance
 Payments:
1.  Clerk’s Salary & Expenses			£  107.60		 
2.  HMRC								£    17.40
3. A J Gallagher Insurance 			£1534.56

The three accounts were approved for payment.

34.		Playing Field
It was agreed that there needed to be a slightly different approach by the Playing Field Committee at Parish Council meetings.   
It was reported that the zip wire had failed recently, and had been taken out of use. A visit by an inspector was awaited.
		The Playing field AGM would be on 26 July.

35.		Correspondence Received
1.	Copy of letter from a parishioner to DCC Rights of Way concerning footpath problems in the parish. Noted.
2.	Notification of Road Closures 5-6 July, Langley Cross to Langridgeford Cross. Laying new duct, and  
24 – 25 August Langridge Cross to Rose Cottage. Noted. 

36.		Items for the next Agenda
		Visit by NWF, Conservation Area, Telephone Kiosk, Community Speedwatch, Footpaths.

37.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 18 July 2023.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm.


 
