
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 21 November 2023 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs Ms C Norman (Chairman),	 J Andrew, A Boyce, M Brailsford, Miss J Brayley, C Hart	
and Mrs A Lindsay

In attendance:   6 parishioners, 	District Councillor Mrs S Whitehead, Parish Clerk.	David Manley

109.	Matters Raised by the Public
A loose drain cover was reported. DCC had already been notified.
A parishioner was thanked for clearing some of the blocked drains in the village.
The streetlight that had been removed for repair had still not been replaced.

110		Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from county Councillor P Henderson

111.	Declarations of Interest
		None.

112.	Approval of Minutes of meeting held on 31 October 2023
The Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

113.	Matters Arising from the last meeting
		Min. 92		The presentation at the previous meeting by the dog warden was considered to be very useful.
					It was thought that it would be helpful to ask for an audit of the village to be carried out.
			It was also thought that ‘official’ NDCsigns banning dogs in trhe play area would also be 					helpful. The Chairman offered to speak to Mr Jones.	  

114.	Reports:
1. County Councillor
County Councillor not present – no report received.

		2.	District Councillor
Cllr Mrs Whitehead reported that the grant application for new lights at the pavilion was in process. She had approved the application, and had requested that the application forms be sent to the clerk.
			Measures were now in place to help protect people in Barnstaple town centre at night.

115.	Highways
It was reported that the drains on Barnstaple Hill and Easter Hill were still blocked.            
Water was still running across the road at the sewerage works. All the utility companies had denied that it was their responsibility.
There was no update when the 20mph speed through the village would be installed. 

116.	Planning Application
77764	Construction of a Gas Grid Reverse Compression Station consisting of a small number of containerised units. Apple Tree Farm High Bickington Umberleigh

Councillors had no objection on principle to the application, but were concerned on the noise level causing a nuisance to neighbouring properties. Concerns centred on the applicant being able to comply with the maximum level set by NDC.
It was agreed that any approval of the application should be accompanied by the noise level being stringently monitored. 
   
117.	S106 Agreement
		No update had been received from NDC despite attempts to contact the Enforcement Officer.
It was reported that a new Enforcement Officer had been appointed by NDC, replacing the previous officer who had only been in office for a few months.

118.	Community Speedwatch
		More volunteers were still needed for the scheme. It was reported that training was now done on-line.
		The police were now in the process of approving sites where the monitoring could take place.
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119.	Telephone Kiosk
		No update received.

120.	Conservation Area
		A verbal estimate for work needed to the tree on the conservation Area was Approximately £600
A written quotation had not yet been received.
The cost of bulbs and shrubs from St Johns Garden Centre was £77.92. Mrs Boyce was given permission to purchase the items

121.	Finance
		1.	To Agree Budget, and set Precept for 2024/2025
 A draft budget had been circulated to councillors. It was agreed to delete the £500 allocated for Professional Advice. The amended budget was agreed. 
It was agreed not to raise the Precept for 2024/2025. This was to be kept at £4590.

2. Receipt
A donation of £20 had been received for the poppy wreath for the church.

3. Payments:
1.  Clerk’s Salary & Expenses			£107.60		 
2.  HMRC								£  17.40
3. St John’s Garden Centre				£  77.92
The three  accounts were approved for payment.

122.	Playing Field
The VAT reclaimed in error had been repaid to the parish council, which was in the process of repaying it to HMRC.
Thanks were extended to the District Councillor for agreeing to make a grant of £500 for new lighting in the Pavilion.
The Coronation Tree had been planted. The parish council was asked if it would provide a plaque. This was agreed.  
		     
123.	Correspondence Received
1.	NDC Community Hub. NDC had launched a public consultation into setting up a Community Hub in Green Lanes Shopping Centre which would provide access to services 5 days a week. This would replace Lynton House which is open three mornings per week. 
2.	NDC - Changes to Postal and Proxy Voting. Noted.

124.	Items for the next Agenda
		S106 Agreement;  Telephone Kiosk;  Community Speedwatch..

125.	Date of next meeting:	Tuesday, 16 January 2024.	

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20pm.





Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . 			Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Chairman

