
ATHERINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26 September 2022 at the Pavilion, Atherington at 7.30pm.

Present:	Cllrs C Norman (Chairman), J Andrew, A Boyce and Miss J Brayley.	 

In attendance:     11 parishioners, County Councillor P Henderson, Parish Clerk.

68.		Matters Raised by the Public
1.	A group had been reformed to look after the Conservation Area, and would be concentrating on the now two smaller areas. It was noted that the council had not paid any rent since 2019.
The Group would be endeavouring to determine the ownership of the area.
The parish council was in full agreement with this,
2.	The road-side of the hedge had been partially cut. A section remained as the tractor was too big to complete the work. Mr Barnard offered to cut the remaining hedge, and was thanked for his offer.
3.	It was noted that the white lines in the Square had worn out, and needed replacing.
4.	Japanese Knotweed had been identified in two places. DCC had been informed, and promised to inspect.

69.		Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs	K Pickard and R Jenkins (NDC).

70.		Co-Option of Parish Councillor
		One expression of interest had been received to fill the vacancy created by Cllr Frayne’s retirement.
Cllr Ms Norman proposed that Mr Barnard shoud be co-opted as parish councillor. Seconded by Cllr Andrews. All in agreement.
		Cllr Barnard took his place on the council.

The council had received the resignation of Cllr Mrs Large. North Devon Council had been informed, and were starting the process to fill the vacancy.

71.		Declarations of Interest
		None.

72.		Approval of Minutes of the last meeting 
The Minutes of the last meeting were amended to read that it took place at the Pavilion, and the date in paragraph 4 of Minute 64 amended to read 22 September.

The amended Minutes of the last meeting was agreed and signed as a true record.

73.		Matters Arising from the last meeting
		It was reported that some of the overgrown hedges in the parish had been cut. 
		A complaint had been submitted to NDC over the s106 zagreement.

74.		Planning 
		1.	Applications: 	None received.
		2.	Planning Appeal Decision – Land adj Lemons Cottage
Notification had been received that the Planning Appeal had been dismissed, upholding the decision of NDC.
As the application was now unable to proceed, it was noted that the hedgebank would need to be reinstated.

75.		Reports
		1.	District Councillor
			No report received, District Councillor not present.

		2.	County Councillor
Cllr Henderson expressed his pleasure that Atherington was one of four villages in Devon to be granted a 20mph speed limit in a recent scheme by DCC. The full details and timetable was not yet available. The next HATOC meeting, when the scheme would need to be approved, would be in October.

He reported that when diversion routes were decided due to road closures, the decisions were made solely in Exeter, without any consultation with local Highways Officers who had local knowledge of the roads involved and their suitability.
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DCC was currently running at a deficit of £40m. Cuts would have to be made in spending, as all councils have to remain in the black. 74% of the council’s expenditure was on adult and childrens social care. These services were grossly underfunded by government, resulting in the council having to make cuts in other areas.

	The Estates Department was currently looking a ways to make DCC farm more energy efficient.

Unfortunately DCC was not responsible for the protection of property, this being the reason for not replacing the bollards outside Bonds Farm.

Cllr Henderson strongly recommended Community Speedwatch teams to be established to help control the speed of traffic in the village.
   
76.		Finance
1. Poppy Wreath
The clerk reported that he was ordering poppy wreaths for other councils, and was happy to order one for Atherington. This was agreed.

2.	Payments:
Clerk’s Salary & Expenses			£125.00
Atherington Argus					£  20.00
 
The two accounts were approved for payment.

77.		Playing Field
1. Public Consultation
At the public meeting held on 14 September 11 parishioners were in agreement to changing the name of the playing field, 38 were opposed to the change, with 6 abstaining.

Cllr Miss Brayley proposed that the parish council be opposed to any name change, reflecting the views of the public. Seconded by Cllr Andrews. All in agreement.

2. Relationship between parish council and playing field committee
The Playing Field Committee would like to have a better working relationship with the parish council. This was agreed. It was also agreed to circulate the present governance document to councillors.
It was agreed that the Playing field accounts should be better presented.
It was noted that the Jubilee celebrations was not a playing field event, and that the profit should be used to commemorate the life of Queen Elizabeth II, and the Coronation of King Charles III.

78.		Items for the next Agenda
		S106;  Playing Field Governance;  Community Speedwatch.

79.		Date of next meeting:	
		Tuesday, 18 October 2022.	
		Cllr Boyce apologised for not being able to attend the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.55pm.


Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .								Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Chairman



